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householders, but there are others which deal
with national sacrifices. Some of these writers
describe also how society can be kept together
and how political institutions can be worked. In
other words, these writers have given directions
for every kind of human action and behaviour in
individual, domestic, or national life.
The most lasting work of the Aryans was done
in the field of philosophy. The Vedas describe
very fully how this world came to be created,
what the soul is, what the nature of God is, and
what men should strive for. We find similar
ideas in the Upanishads. Then there came a
time when six different schools of philosophy
came into being in India* All these show subtlety
of tfae intellect and profundity of thought For
a time it was believed that these systems gave
different explanations of the problems of the
universe, but now it is believed that there is much
room for agreement amongst them*
In the realm of science too the Aryans did
lasting work. la the field of mathematics they
invented the decimal system of notation. They
knew the Rule of Three and could extract square
and cube roots* They knew what are now called
Algebra, Geometry, and Trigonometry. Tbey
knew that the earth is round and that it h^s the
power of attracting things to it They made con-
siderable progress in medical science also* They
knew that herbs amid be used for effecting canes